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The Word of the Lord from James 5: “Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the 

Lord.” This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

I. Examples of Patience 
Be patient: there’s some Law for the day. For an example, we have John the Baptist in our 

Gospel lesson (Matt 11:2-15). It seems that John was growing impatient, and who could blame 
him? Obedient to the Lord, he’d lived in the wilderness on a diet of locusts and wild honey. He’d 

stood on the banks of the Jordan River and proclaimed repentance to all of Judea. He’d baptized 

Jesus and identified Him as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. He hadn’t 
flinched—he was no respecter of persons. In fact, when Herod married his brother’s wife, John 

called him to repentance for the sake of his soul; in thanks for John’s concern, Herod had him 
thrown in prison. 

 

So John was in prison precisely for proclaiming God’s Word, and the devil always exploits 
suffering to tempt to doubt and impatience. If Jesus was in fact the Messiah, why was the 

forerunner languishing in Herod’s prison? Finally, John sent disciples to ask Jesus, "Are You the 
One who is to come, or shall we look for another?" (Matt. 11:4) 

 
Jesus’ response teaches us a lot: "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive 

their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, 

and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by 
Me" (Matt 11:5-6). What did Jesus mean? He was giving John a definite “yes” to his question: 

“Don’t just take My word for it: take the Word for it.” In Isaiah 35, the prophet had declared that 
when the Messiah would come, He’d prove He was the Christ by working miracles: “Then the 

eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man 

leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy” (Is. 35:5-6). Jesus’ message to John in 
prison was this: the Scriptures declare that the Messiah will work these miracles. I work these 

miracles. Therefore, yes: I am the Messiah. By answering, Jesus fulfilled another prophecy from 
Isaiah: He was “proclaiming liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who 

are bound” (Is. 61:1).  

 
How did this help John? It was the Lord’s promise that prison wouldn’t last forever for John, 

because Jesus had come to deliver him to eternal life. Even though John remained a prisoner and 
would eventually be executed, he could say, “Even though Jesus has not worked such a miracle 

for me yet, He has proven that He is my Savior—and so He will deliver me.” Thus Jesus said, 
“Blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” If John grew impatient that he was not delivered 

right away, on his timetable, he would reject Jesus and look for another. But by God-given 

patience, he could wait for Jesus’ deliverance—in His time, according to His divine wisdom; and 
so John would be blessed with eternal life. 

 
So our epistle instructs you: be patient. John lost his head to Herod’s ax before he was 

delivered—but he was delivered in the Lord’s time. He is numbered with the company of heaven 

as he sings with angels and archangels. Aside from John the Baptist, our epistle gives you a few 
more examples to consider. The life of the Christian is more like farming than a production line: 

you patiently wait to see the growth, the fruit and the harvest. You don’t get to press a button 
and watch a machine spit out the finished product. You can’t hurry the Lord’s plan: you can only 

live as one who trusts His promises and seeks to obey His commands from day to day, trusting 
that deliverance is coming. That’s the life of patience. Be patient. 



 

This text also sets before you the example of the Old Testament prophets, and take that to 
heart. Jeremiah, for example, is known as the “weeping prophet” for the suffering he endured 

and the trouble that he witnessed. Not one of those preachers is known as the “happy-go-lucky” 
prophet. They proclaimed God’s Law to a world that didn’t want to hear it, and they spoke of the 

coming Savior to people who opted trust in Baal and hope for immediate help instead. For their 

faithfulness, they were rejected, beaten and killed. As Hebrews would say to us, you have not yet 
resisted to the point of shedding blood (Heb. 12:4). Be patient. 

 
Finally, our text points you to the example of Job—a man who had everything, then had 

everything taken away. Sitting on the ash heap that was once his house, shredded by the death 
of all his children and the loss of all his possessions, he said only by God-given faith and 

patience, “The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD” 

(Job 1:21). The multiple blows did not distract him from the promises of God’s faithfulness and 
deliverance, His compassion and mercy. The Lord preserved him from impatience as an example 

to you and me. Be patient.  
 

II. Your Patience 

Be patient. James isn’t writing about patience with everyday annoyances. He’s not telling you 
not to honk when the driver in front is slow to obey the green light. (He’s not telling you to honk, 
either, by the way.) He’s telling you to be patient about the Lord’s coming. He’s telling you, like 
Job and the prophets and John the Baptist, not to be deluded by suffering into thinking that 

you’re God-forsaken. He’s telling you to wait patiently for the Lord’s deliverance, because here 
impatience can be deadly as it leads you toward doubt. 

 

Impatience comes easy to you and me because we’re prisoners of time. Based upon 
statistical averages, you’ve got a good shot at living on earth for about 28,000 days, and you’re 

spending a good part of one of them here, now. Not every day has the same quality and 
opportunities: you spend the first as a helpless blob in a cradle, unable to do anything. You 

spend the next days enjoying life as a child without realizing the weight of responsibilities to 

come. Later days are slowed by pains and weakening. In between are those “productive” years, 
and your days are largely your own: but the clock is on and it’s not your friend. Will you have 

enough time to get the book report done and turned in? Will you have enough time to get your 
thoughts on paper in the morning before your mind tires? Will you reach your goal of a certain 

career position before you reach middle age? Will you meet a mate in the time-frame that you 

have in mind? Will you have the kids you want before time denies that to you? Will you make 
enough money to retire? Will you live long enough to see your grandchildren? Will you have a 

relatively pain-free life? Will you have a long period of mental anguish or physical suffering or 
worse? And when you do suffer, when will you be delivered?  

 
Don’t be deceived: the answers are easy when we talk about them clinically in a Bible class. 

But when you’re the one asking them in a personalized pain, the questions are bitter ones 

indeed. “Be patient” is crushing law to the one who suffers. 
 

The questions and troubles will vary from person to person, but all will carry the temptation 
to be impatient with God. You may be impatient because you have so much to do and not 

enough time. You may be impatient because you’re stuck in a situation and the Lord hasn’t let 

you out yet. Either way, it’s a dangerous impatience that leads to judgment. Why? Because if 
patience leads to an established heart, as our text says, then impatience disestablishes the heart. 

Where the Lord wants us firmly established in faith on His promises, impatience says, “Forget 
God’s ways and forget God’s will. He’s got to help me right now, or I say He’s not faithful!” 

Impatience leads to grumbling against one another: you’re tempted to resent the lighter load of 
others or just be angry that they can’t help you either. It cheapens the cross and says, “Eternal 



deliverance from sin and death isn’t important: getting me out of this situation is.” It leads to 

judgment: if you’re unwilling to wait on the Lord and His promises, then you will turn to other 
gods for help. Then there is no deliverance forever. 

 
So be patient. Like Job, say, “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the 

name of the LORD.” Easy to say. Not so easy to do. With the talons of the devil, the world and 

your own sinful flesh tearing at your heart, it’s easy to be impatient. 
 

That’s why you give thanks for this: patience is not a work that God demands before He 
saves you. Patience is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. In other words, God does not say, “As soon as 

you prove that you’re patient enough to trust in My promises, then I’ll take away your sins.” 
Instead, He says, “My child, impatience is part of the curse of sin into which you were born. Your 

days are numbered in this life because the wages of sin is death. And as long as you are in this 

world, there will be trouble and the kingdom of heaven will suffer violence. That is why I sent My 
only-begotten Son. He became flesh for you. He patiently bore your sins to the cross and 

endured shame and death and hell. Now He is risen. And because He is risen from the dead, you 
have the certain hope of eternal life without the tyranny of time. I will raise you up in My time. In 

the meantime, you have My Word. You have My mercy and compassion in the meantime; and as 

I send My Holy Spirit to you, I also give you the gift of patience.” 
 

Dear friends, when you are tempted to impatience with the Lord and His ways, confess that 
for the sin that it is. If you give into that temptation and forsake Him, you will have deliverance 

neither now nor later. So confess that impatience for what it is, for Jesus has died for that sin. As 
He has patiently endured the cross, He is still patient with you. At your Baptism, He said, “I am 

with you always,” and that’s a faithful promise of patience, of longsuffering. He still gathers you 

to hear His Word and receive His Supper: He still forgives all of your sins. He forgives you for 
impatience. And should you be impatient again, then confess it again—He forgives you for all of 

your sins. Thus St. Peter declares, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 

repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). 

 
So—by the grace of God—Be patient: the ultimate day of deliverance is coming. And as you 

wait, take heart: your Savior is the one who made the blind see, the deaf hear, the lame leap like 
a deer and the mute tongue shout for joy. He did so to prove that He was the Messiah. In doing 

so, He also gave you a preview of the Last Day, a foretaste of the healing feast to come. Your 

patience will be rewarded by the same God who gives it. You will see. You will hear. You will leap 
like a deer and shout for joy on the Last Day. God will wipe every tear from your eye. All of this 

is yours, for sure, even now for Jesus’ sake; because you are forgiven for all of your sins. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

 


